Bronchogenic carcinoma and coexistent bronchioloalveolar cell adenomas. Assessment of radiologic detection and follow-up in 28 patients.
Bronchioloalveolar cell adenomas (BAAs) have been described in up to 10% of patients with bronchogenic carcinoma. Their prognostic significance is unknown. The purpose of this study was to determine the prognostic implications of finding BAAs coexisting in specimens resected for primary bronchogenic carcinoma and to determine how frequently BAAs can be detected radiologically. Follow-up information for a mean of 30 months was obtained on 28 patients with a single primary bronchogenic carcinoma and one or more coexistent BAAs. Preoperative chest radiographs (n=27) and CT scans (n=24) were retrospectively reviewed to assess the number of patients in whom BAAs could be detected radiologically. There was no significant difference between percentage survival of patients with a primary bronchogenic carcinoma and coexistent BAAs when compared with the percentage predicted survival of these patients based on their primary bronchogenic carcinoma alone. BAAs could be detected retrospectively in 1 of 27 (4%) preoperative radiographs and 11 of 24 (46%) CT scans. On standard preoperative imaging for bronchogenic carcinoma, BAAs were retrospectively detected in more than one third of patients in whom they were detected pathologically. However, the presence of coexistent BAAs with bronchogenic carcinoma does not affect short- and medium-term prognosis.